An ecosystem is traditionally defined as a community of organisms functioning as an ecological unit in nature. Ecologists often study sites as far away from human influence as possible to get closer to nature. Likewise, when urban educators teach ecology, they often take their students outside the cities to study nature's ecosystems. However, leaving the city limits may no longer be necessary as both ecologists and urban educators begin to look at cities as a part of nature, nurturing their own ecosystems.
The goal of this new approach to ecological study is Speaking of the focus on cities as ecosystems, Berkowitz says, "Our challenge is to understand these novel in evolutionary terms-and increasingly universal systems so that we can make them healthy places for all living things that dwell there, and so we can integrate them with the fewest possible impacts into other ecosystems, both nearby and distant, that they are linked to." -Lindsey A. Greene 
